
FIGURE PAINTING WORKSHOP WITH BRITT SNYDER 

TOWNSEND ATELIER | CHATTANOOGA, TN 

Workshop outline: 

 

"Over the three days, students will be working towards creating a figurative painting with an 
emphasis on making a personal statement”. 
 
DAY 1: The class will begin with a series of sketches and color studies to observe and get to 
know the model. Following this, students will sketch (or paint) composition studies and present 
them for a group critique. After refining the study, students will photograph the model with 
pictures to be printed out and brought to workshop on the second day. There will be a lecture on 
assembling digital reference using Photoshop or similar image manipulation programs. The 
remainder of day one will be working on studies from the live model to aid in the paintings being 
made. 
 
DAY 2: Students will bring in a canvas at the size they wish to work on along with printed out 
photo reference to work from. (Townsend Atelier can help print off your photo if you do not 
have access to a printer).  The class will begin with blocking in the painting based off the 
composition study and reference photographs. Multiple ways of blocking in a painting on a 
large canvas will be discussed with the goal being to give the student options and a method that 
works for them. The remainder of day two will be spent blocking in the large forms of the figure 
painting. 
 
DAY 3: Day three will start with a group critique where we help one another solve whatever 
issues may be present in the paintings. The students will spend the morning picking out a focus 
area on the painting and refining this a bit. The remainder of the class will be working 
individually on the paintings and solving painting challenges that come up. 
 
The goal is not necessarily to have a finished work, but to have questions answered and be able 
to leave the workshop with a solid understanding of creating a larger scale figurative painting." 
 
The model will be clothed and be both painted from life and photographed on the first day.  
 

 

 


