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Materials can be purchased at Townsend Atelier’s store unless otherwise noted.  

Links below are just for information. 
 
Drawing tools:  
Our first exercise will use pencil, ruler, eraser, and paper. 
 
Pencils. Mechanical pencils are good because you don’t have to sharpen them, but any 2B or 
softer pencil is fine. Here is a link to a mechanical pencil I like, but you can find much cheaper 
ones. 
http://www.dickblick.com/products/pentel-graph-gear-500-pencil/ 
 
Eraser. Retractable erasers are handy for erasing pencil, but any white plastic eraser works. 
 
Rulers (we have some in the studio you may use or you may bring your own) 
 
Drawing paper:  
• Lightweight paper (copy paper, newsprint, etc.) for analytical drawing 
• Transfer paper. For transferring drawings to a painting support (Townsend Atelier does not carry 
this item) 
Comes in rolls in several colors. Graphite (gray) transfer paper is probably best for our purposes. 

 
http://www.dickblick.com/products/saral-wax-free-transfer-
paper/?clickTracking=true&wmcp=pla&wmcid=items&wmckw=12917-
1012&gclid=Cj0KEQiAiNi0BRDaobaq3dKJhrwBEiQAyVThzWP5HmBblfXhYo25vN0g0dlw0itnSeP
JNrqHkQ1Pzl0aAsHa8P8HAQ#description 
 
Viewfinder Used to help with selection, and as a tool to gauge for neutral gray. I recommend an 
adjustable gray plastic one called a View Catcher.  
 
Drawing board. About 11x14 inches or similar. Can be a sheet of Masonite improvised with 
bulldog clips, or you can buy one with with clips attached.  
Palette knife for mixing color 



 
This one is the best. It is offset, not flat. 
 
Oil colors (Townsend Atelier carried MGraham and Rubelev brands) 
Indian yellow  
cadmium lemon OR cadmium yellow light 
cadmium scarlet (Winsor & Newton) OR cadmium red light (Gamblin) 
alizarin crimson permanent OR perylene crimson (Williamsburg) 
cobalt blue OR ultramarine blue  
cobalt teal (Gamblin or Williamsburg) 
Courbet green (Williamsburg) 
cadmium green pale (Winsor & Newton) 
titanium white  
NO EARTH COLORS! 
 
Painting supports: 
Five should be plenty, or bring more if you will work before class and after class. 
5x7 up to 8.5x11 inches. 8x10 is perfect.  
Bring gessoed paper, panels or canvases (your choice) for the oil exercises.  
 
Here are a few other options for painting supports: 
• Arches makes a paper suitable for oil painting  
 
• Carton board painting support is economical and takes up little space. Is pretty absorbent. If it is 
too absorbent, you can put on a thin coat of clear gesso or matt medium. (Townsend Atelier does 
not carry this item) 
https://www.judsonsart.com/products/guerrilla-painter-guerrilla-carton-board 
 
Paint brushes (Townsend Atelier carries Rosemary Brushes) 
Flat brushes in the Bright shape are good. Sizes: 1/4 inch, 1/2 inch, 3/4 inch.  
Synthetic, nylon, bristle, sable, inexpensive. Whatever you have on hand or prefer. 
 
Palette 
12x16 inches or so is a good size. Can be glass, wood, paper, etc. Townsend Atelier has wooden 
gray studio palettes for you to use if you wish. 
 
Palette box  
Optional: A place to store your palette between sessions so the paint does not dry out. 



 
http://www.dickblick.com/products/masterson-sta-wet-palette-seal/#description 
 
 
Tape Artist or masking tape if you plan to tape your drawing paper or painting supports to a 
board.  


