
 
COMPOSITION AND STILL LIFE PAINTING WITH DAVID CHEIFETZ 

TOWNSEND ATELIER | CHATTANOOGA, TN 

November 3-5   2023 

Daily schedule 

Friday morning: 

Composi on! I will work individually with each student to compose a s ll life setup. The goal will be to 
create composi ons with a powerful sense of focus. This is an important stage, and we will give it some 
thought. I also encourage students to listen to the composi on problems faced by fellow students--it is a 
great way to learn and process. If you are finished earlier than others with your setup, you can begin 
se ng out your paints. 

Lunch 1-2 pm 

Friday a ernoon: 

A er everyone has a good setup, I will explain my own composi on and inten ons, then I will begin a 
demo of my pain ng method and answer ques ons while I paint. The more ques ons the be er. At 
some point I’ll stop, and everyone will begin working on their own pain ngs and I will circulate to help 
each person. 

 

Saturday and Sunday 

10am-5 pm | Lunch 1-2 pm 

 

You will paint and I will circulate. I will periodically come back to my demonstra on. Depending on the 
needs of the group I may also decide to do quick demo-e es such as a piece of fruit just to show 
effec ve turning of a round form. However, priority is given to your work me so that I can give you 
prac cal advice. You may choose to create a new composi on every day if you like, or you may dig in and 
get to a more finished stage. I love talking about composi on, and the beginning stages are so important, 
so I encourage more starts. Frequent repe ons of beginning stages did wonders for me as a student. 

 

Note: I would hope that you are not overly concerned with producing sellable work during the workshop 
as it can hinder learning. If you end up with something great, that is a bonus, but I don’t want students 
to feel rushed or obsessed with produc on. I am mostly concerned with communica ng some key 
concepts in a way that really sinks in. I want this knowledge to be useful for you later on. We will work 
hard and enjoy the process together. 


