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Forward from Townsend Atelier 

In 2008, artists Sadie Jernigan Valeri, Alia El-Bermani and Diane Feissel started a blog 
entitled Women Painting Women. Inspired by these discussions, a site was started as 
a way of highlighting underrepresented female artists actively portraying female sub-
jects in the figurative tradition. Since then, Women Painting Women has  featured the 
work of more than 320 figurative painters from around the world. The blog has more 
than 1100 followers and over 7,500 Facebook fans, with more joining every day. The 
first Women Painting Women Exhibition was shown in 2010 and featured over 50 con-
temporary female artists representing varied career stages, ages, and geographic  
locations. 
 
Townsend Atelier is proud to participate in Women Painting Women: (R)evolution 
2013, a juried show of artwork of women by women. The exhibit promotes the visibility 
of the best contemporary female artists portraying female subjects in the figurative t 
radition and showcases the quality, variety and breadth of woman making figurative art 
in the 21st Century.  
 
Over 500 entries were received from female artists from 26 states in the US, Canada, 
Germany, Spain, the Netherlands and the Philippines.  Juror and independent curator, 
Ellen Simak, selected 36 works for this incredible exhibition. 
 
Located in the burgeoning Southside art district in Chattanooga, Tennessee,  
Townsend Atelier is dedicated to promoting painting, drawing, printmaking and sculp-
ture through classes, workshops and exhibitions.   
 
Works in this incredible show are available for purchase.   
 
Please contact us for more information and to purchase:    
www.townsendatelier.com | 423-266-2712  
info@townsendatelier.com 
 
 
 

 
 
 

On the cover: 
The Warning, acrylic on canvas | by Mary Chiaramonte, Bonair, VA 
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About the Juror 

Ellen Simak is an independent curator and scholar. Formerly Chief Curator of the 
Hunter Museum of American Art, she has curated over 45 exhibitions of historic and 
contemporary American art, juried  
exhibitions throughout the southeast, served on various public art panels and written 
numerous exhibition essays. Ms. Simak was the primary author of the second volume 
of the Hunter Museum's permanent collection catalogue.  Before joining the Hunter 
Museum in 1988, she was Curator of  American Art at the Joslyn Art Museum in 
Omaha, Nebraska. Ms Simak received an MA in Art History from the University of  
Delaware.  
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Women Painting Women:  (R)evolution 2013 celebrates women artists and the female 
figure in painting, drawing and printmaking.   As a woman working in the arts, I applaud 
the exhibition’s goal.  As the juror, I tried to choose work that was technically strong as 
well as work that represented a wide range of women as artist and as subject.   The 
quality of the entries was high and it was a pleasure to review them and choose this 
exhibition.   
 
Almost half of the works in Women Painting Women remain squarely within the tradi-
tion of creating portraits of beautiful women and languorous nudes.  For example, An-
gela Cunningham’s portrait in pencil, Safe Keeping, is exquisitely done and reminds 
me of the beauties with long, flowing hair so often seen in Pre Raphaelite drawings and 
paintings.   On the other end of the style spectrum, Elaine Despins paints with a loaded 
brush and uses sharp, rather acidic colors in the strong portrait, Magali.   All these art-
ists build upon academic traditions perpetuated since the Renaissance. 
 
I was also intrigued by those artists who departed from tradition.   In Warning, Mary 
Chiaramonte infuses a note of mystery and danger in her painting of a woman standing 
on the edge of a burning field.   Similarly, Amanda Hext’s Self Portrait 2  contorts and 
compresses a nude into a dark box creating a distinct sense of unease and discomfort 
in the viewer. To me, such disquietude is one of the most intriguing aspects of contem-
porary realism.   Other artists turn from the traditional precepts of beauty and instead 
explore the beauty of older women and women with  untraditionally beautiful figures.  
Francien Krieg paints a striking portrait of an older woman in her bath tub, for example.    
 
Several artists looked at female role models.  Laura Ruby did a series of screenprints 
based on Nancy Drew, the master detective in a series of young adult books that I 
adored as a girl.  Cindy Procious’s  painting Plastic Paradigm III, which depicts a Bar-
bie doll, invites speculation on the impact of a standardized ideal of beauty upon a 
young girl’s self-image. 
 
Women Painting Women:  (R)evolution 2013 embraces tradition and exploration and 
celebrates the female figure and the female artist.  I’m proud to be part of the inaugural 
exhibition in Chattanooga.   
 
Ellen Simak 

 

Juror’s Statement 
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Exhibiting Artists | listed alphabetically  

Meg Aiken TN  

Nicole Alger NY  

Elizabeth Allen TN  

Nancy Morgan Barnes ME  

Mia Bergeron TN  

Annes Cavanagh CANADA  

Mary Chiaramonte VA  

Angela Cunningham NC  

Elaine Despins CANADA  

Bernadette Despujols FL  

Kathiucia Dias CA   

Danyelle Dover TN  

Alia El Bermani NC  

Felicia Forte CANADA  

Jennifer Leah Hand VA  

Tanya Harsch MA  

Melissa Hefferlin SPAIN  

Amanda Hext LA  

Karlyn Holloway AR  

Felice House TX  

Mary Ferris Kelly TN  

  

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

Francien Krieg NETHERLANDS 

Lacey Lewis KS  

Sandra Lo  CA  

Mary Britten Lynch GA  

Jane Mason GA  

Rhea O'Neill CA  

Cindy Procious TN  

Christina Ramos CA    

Laura Ruby HI  

Susan Russell MS  

Chris Saper AZ  

Jocelynn Tice NJ  

Karen Yee CA  
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Meg Aiken | Lookout Mountain, TN 
Warehouse Row | Oil on canvas | 30” x 48” | $3,500 
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“ ‘Talking Stick ' is part of a series based on Native American lore and ceremony. This series is 
influenced by the animism of indigenous folk and their deep kinship with the natural 
world.   Paraphrasing  Joseph Campbell from 'The Power of Myth', "..it is not the meaning of 
life that we seek, but the experience of being alive."  These paintings endeavor to evoke the 
yearning and wonder we feel when considering the richness of the ritualized lives they led.” 

Nicole Alger | New York, NY 
Talking Stick | oil on canvas | 30” x 36.5” | $7,000 
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Elizabeth Allen|  Lookout Mountain, TN 
White Ribbon | Oil on canvas | 11” x 16” | NFS 
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Nancy Morgan Barnes | Searsport, ME 
Saturday Morning Figure Drawing | 16” x 20” | conte on paper | $200 

 

 

“Since my student days (years ago now), I have always worked from the figure.  The figure is 
the most  potent image in depicting the human condition.  While the reliability  and energy of the 
model is more important to me then the gender of the sitter, I have found that I am more inven-
tive working from a female model.  An understanding of the subject, allows me certain  
liberties that I don't utilize when I am painting or drawing male subjects.” 
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Nancy Morgan Barnes | Searsport, ME 
Self Portrait | conte on board | 13” x 11” | $600 
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Mia Bergeron  | Chattanooga, TN 
Diane | Oil on canvas | 20” x 24” | $1,800 
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Annes Cavanaugh | Peterborough, Canada 
Dissecting Emotions | charcoal | 40” x 30” | $950 

“I strive to create work that captures a moment where the physical form and the soul/ 
essence (spiritual, emotional) become one and the same. Where these aspects of a 
person are not seen as separate things or distinguishable from one another. Where 
mind and body meet. My work captures the gesture of the figure in grey scale drawing 
mediums (usually graphite or charcoal), which I feel extenuates the natural lines of the 
body and gives a sense of being raw, dynamic and a momentary experience.” 
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Mary Chiaramonte | Bon Air, VA 
The Warning | acrylic on canvas | 24” x 36” | $3,800 
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Mary Chiaramonte | Bon Air, VA 
Mother, I’m Tired  | acrylic on canvas | 18” x 24” | $2,200 
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Angela Cunningham | Marshall, NC 
Safe Keeping | pencil on paper | 15” x 11” | $3,600 
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Elaine Despins | Montreal, Quebec Canada 
Magali | oil on canvas | 12” x 12”  | $2,700 

“There’s always been a deep fascination for the mystery of what is at the heart of existence. All 
of my main series are in direct connection this to this experience. I would define myself primar-
ily  as an intuitive artist. By that I mean, that I don’t start with a concept, a preconceived idea.  
Besides my large format series, I also work from observation directly with a model. This alla 
prima approach gives a freshness and a focus that I appreciate. I tend to work in charcoal for 
the shorter poses and for the longer ones, I choose to work directly in oils.” 
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Bernadette Despujols | Key Biscayne, FL 
The Map of Memories | oil over canvas | 44” x 28” | $1,000 
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Kathiucia Dias | Chatsworth, CA 
Portrait in White| oil on canvas | 20” x 16”| $2,200 

Kathiucia Dias was born in 1983 and spent most of her childhood and adolescence in New 
York until moving to California to  further pursue an art career.  After landing a job in a studio 
and successfully starting her own business she took her first class in oil painting.  She instantly 
sought to further her education and studied at LAAFA, Animation Guild and Scottsdale Artists’ 
School along with artists such as Vadim Zanginian.  She has exhibited in numerous gallery ex-
hibitions and participated in the 102 California Art Club Gold Medal Exhibition.  As an artist she 
seeks to envelop the viewer in energy through texture, color and composition.  The subject 
matter ranges from portrait, to figurative, landscapes and still lives and they are directly in-
spired by life.  Her artwork explores the balance between stable and erratic patterns  providing 
an exciting base for each  painting as the canvas dictates its identity through a visceral  
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Danyelle Dover | Chattanooga, TN 
Still | charcoal | 11 x 14”| private collection 

“In Italian, the phrase “una linea” literally means ‘one line’ or ‘one figure.’ In both my two-
dimensional figure-based works and three-dimensional abstract pieces, lines of continuity dis-
guised in complexities, and even deformities, are prevalent. Within these lines, shadows and 
light are created; stories are told and thoughts conveyed. With one line of focus, each one stitch 
of thread, every one smudge of charcoal, my own work becomes inseparably entwined with the 
stories of my ancestors and my peers; a beautiful tapestry of otherwise solitary pieces sewn to-
gether in the One line through which they originated. My works are created using a compilation 
of repurposed materials and family heirlooms, as well as drawings and observations from my 
own personal life- often featuring depictions of relatives or loved ones, portraying their stories 
alongside my own.” 
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Alia El Bermani | NC 
Emilee Starr | charcoal on paper |  29” x 19”| $800 
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Felicia Forte | San Francisco, CA 
Going Back| oil on canvas | 30” x 36”  | $5,000 
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Jennifer Leah Hand | Dublin, VA 
Surrender| oil on panel| 11” x 14”  | $600 
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Tanya Hirsch| Waltham, MA 
Medusa | oil on canvas | 12” x 15”| $2,500 
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Melissa Hefferlin | Olvera, Cadiz Spain 
Clara | oil on linen| 25” x 36”|  $3,800 
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Amanda Hext| LA 
Self Portrait 2 | oil on wood | 27” x 14” |  $1,200 
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Karlyn Holloway |  Austin, AR 
Waiting | charcoal | 27” x 20”| $700 



27 

Felice House| Austin, TX 
Midnight Snack | oil on canvas | 30” x 40” |  $1,600 
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Mary Ferris Kelly | Lookout Mountain, TN 
Woman Reading | oil on canvas| 8 x 10” |  $1, 200 
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Francien Krieg| Puiflijk, Netherlands 
Personal Heroes| oil on linen| 80  x 100 cm | $3,200 Euros 

The paintings of Francien Krieg are surprising and contemporary images of the human body. 
What connects al of these images is the huge fascination this artist has for the human body.  
Already this obsession showed in her early academic period, where she made sculptures of 
flesh, and skins .She wanted to show with these installations  the absurdity of the human body. 
She experiences her own body like a bizarre object which keeps surprising and frustrating her.  
She wanted to make the viewer also more aware of their body. From this thought, she started 
to paint the body from 1998 till now.  She paints women who are not part of the controlling 
beauty image: fat ladies, and old wrinkled ladies with hanging breasts. Its beauty lies in the fact 
that it is pure and real.  Confronting and inevitability that is what Krieg’s work is about. 
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Lacey Lewis |  Kansas City, KS 
Daisy Bucket| oil on panel | 36” x 24” | $4,000 
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Sandra Lo| El Sobrante, CA 
Connie the Waitress| oil on canvas| 24” x 18”| $1,500 
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Mary Britten Lynch | Lookout Mountain, GA  
The Gardener | watercolor | 14” x 14” |  $450 

This miniature was inspired by a family album photo of an aunt who loved  gardening.    
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Jane Mason| Atlanta, GA 
Jamie| oil on canvas| 16” x 20”| $1,000 
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Rhea O’Neil| Scott Valley, CA 
Self Portrait (I Talk to the Animals)  | oil on board | 33” x 32.5”| $3,900 
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Cindy Procious| Signal Mountain, TN 
Plastic Paradigm III | oil on linen | 16” x 10”| $2,200 
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Christina Ramos| Mission Hills, CA 
Chapter One | acrylic on canvas| 20” x 40” |  $4,400 
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Laura Ruby | Honolulu, HI 
The Haunted Bridge | screen print| 30” x 2” |  $800 
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Susan Russell| Madison, MS 
Blue Velvet Sofa | oil on linen | 18” x 24”| $1,400 

L.S. Russell  is a Mississippi painter who graduated from Delta State University in 1982 with a 
Bachelor's degree in Fine Art. Since then, she has continued to work on her craft, primarily in 
oils and pastels. Her artist peers have called her a painter's painter, and her work has been de-
scribed as passionate, evocative, and sensual. Building on the fundamentals of line, texture, 
and color, she starts a work with a limited palette, preferring to mix her own colors to match 
what she sees when viewing her subject in the context of its environment. Her work includes 
landscapes and still-life, however it is the human figure that inspires her the most. Her subjects 
include everyday people in everyday contexts as well as professional models. Using both the 
palette knife and brush, her oils have a sculpture-like texture that are particularly striking on her 
figure paintings. Skin, body lines, light and shadow combine to create works that escape de-
scription as either realism or impressionism, yet have an obvious emotional quality about them. 
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Chris Saper | Phoenix, AZ 
Soraya | oil on canvas| 30” x 24” | $8,500 
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Jocelynn Tice| Haddon Township, NJ 
Winter Blues |  oil on canvas| 8” x 11” | $800 
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Karen Yee| El Segundo, CA 
Self Portrait | acrylic on canvas| 24” x  20” | $2,000 
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Townsend Atelier 
201 West Main Street 

Chattanooga, TN  37408 
 

423-266-2712 | info@townsendatelier.com 
www.townsendatelier.com 

 


